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Welcome to May!

Quick Dates for this month:
Date Event Time
5/5 Book sale 12-3pm

5/6 Book sale 1-3pm

5/9 cAFE 3-5pm

5/13 Small Schools Prom 7:30-11pm

5/16 Town Hall Meeting 7pm

5/3 or

17

Yearbook Pages deadline [see

guidelines]
 

5/27 Beach Bonfire 6-10pm

6/3 Celebration and Promotion
5:45-

8:30pm

6/9
8th Grade & High School

Graduation
 

 

This month at AFE
Mark your calendars
The RC will be closed on the following dates: 
May 30 — Memorial Day Holiday 

June 9 — Last Student Day

 

Community Council
The AFE Community Council is made up of parents,

a teacher, the principal, and students and serves as

Table of
Contents

This month at
AFE
Mark your
calendars
Save the Date!
AFE
Community
News
Enrichment
Classes
AFE
Community
Classes
Yearbook
Guidelines
Thanks!
Homeschool
Highlights
Around Town
AFE Parent
Club
Newsletter
submissions

Communication
at AFE:
- Staff directory 
- Calendar 
- Class information 
- Online Bulletin
Board



part of the governance of the school. Its main role is
as a liaison between families and staff, providing an
opportunity for communication. We welcome you to
join us for any of the upcoming meetings. We will be
meeting in Room 1 on Friday 5/6 from 12:30 to 1:30.
Please send any agenda items to Nancy Aylsworth at
naylsworth@sccs.net.  
 

cAFE
May 9 2-5 pm on the AFE Campus 
Our PAT (Peer Advocacy Team) is hosting a cAFE
(Café AFE). This is a chance to gather together in our
makeshift cAFE (the patio area on campus) for the
purpose of connection and enjoyment for the whole
community. There will be an open mic for music and
possibly other entertainment by members of the AFE
community (students and parents are all invited to
participate). We will be offering homemade treats and
Italian Sodas at no charge at our Fake Bake Sale.
Our teens will be facilitating the open mic during our
event.  
   We ask that you bring an offering of non-perishable
food to contribute to an AFE gift to the Walnut Avenue
Women's Center.  
 

Prom 2016
All AFE High School Students Are Invited!

Small Schools Prom 
Friday, May 13th 2016 7:30-11:00 pm 
Theme: Wonderland 
Venue: Portuguese Hall 
Ticket Price: $25 individual/$40 couple 
Tickets may be purchased after spring break. 
You are welcome to help with decorating for the
event! 
Questions?  Contact Joanne Brown 429-3898-ext.237 
 

Yearbook
Photos needed! We have a lot of photos but we need
more! If you have photos of community events or
classes please consider taking the time to deliver
them to the yearbook team. If you just want to share a
few email them to the yearbook team at

Parent Club
Support AFE! Visit the
Parent Club box at the
bottom of this page.



afeyearbook2016@gmail.com; if you have lots of

photos please bring them to AFE on a thumb drive

and put them on the computer in the Textbook Room.

Photos should be delivered by May 5th. Thank you! 

   Deadline—May 17. The yearbook deadline is fast

approaching. Time to get your photos together and

make your personal pages! We have a new computer

in the Textbook Room set up for anyone who needs

access to software and a computer to get theirs done.

It has Adobe LightRoom, Apple Pages, and Collage It

Pro, so bring your photos on a thumb drive (or email

or dropbox) and make your page soon.

Yearbook Guidelines

Yearbook Tips

Town Hall Meeting

Monday, May 16 at 7pm 

This is your chance to hear about upcoming

proposals, or make one! All AFE families are

encouraged to come. 

   This is where our community comes together to

plan and make decisions for next year. Childcare

(fun!) will be available.  

   Proposal forms will be available in the RC. Make a

proposal (due 5/10), or just come hear about what

others are proposing. Have your say about what

happens at AFE!  

 

Parent Club

Parent Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at

1:00 in the textbook room: May 17. These meetings

are open to all AFE parents. We welcome and

encourage you to come! 

 

Beach Bonfire

May 27 6-10 pm 

Please join us for a Beach Bonfire to celebrate the

end of another great year of homeschooling.

Everyone's invited! Weʼll meet at Twin Lakes Beach at

the end of 7th Avenue. Bring finger food or snacks to

share. Iʼll bring skewers if anyone wants to bring

things to cook on the fire. Bring: firewood, beach toys,

instruments, warm clothes, chairs and blankets, or



whatever else you think would make for a really fun
evening. Call Nancy for more info at 429-3898 x334. 
 

Save the Date!
June 3rd 5:45-8:00 

AFE Celebration and Potluck 
Though homeschooling doesn't "end" at the end of
the school year on June 9th, it is a great time to
acknowledge and celebrate both our individual and
shared journeys. Our end-of-year homeschool
celebration event for all students will take place at the
Friendship Garden Picnic Area at the far end of
Harvey West Park. At this event we have the tradition
of sharing food and appreciation as we gather to
celebrate a year of growth in all of us. More details
about potluck in next month's newsletter.  

June 9th 7 pm 

8th Grade and High School Graduation 
This event takes place in our Multipurpose Room on
the last day of school.  

Love Labour's Lost 

Friday, June 3rd at UCSC 
Come see this innovative, entertaining 50-minute
adaptation of the comedy Love Labour's Lost
performed by Shakespeare to Go! 
For those who don't yet know, Shakespeare to Go is a
group of UCSC actors that tours schools throughout
the year. Their "traveling production closes the
season with a performance on campus featuring ten
student actors who, with nothing but a bare stage and
minimal costumes, create dozens of characters—old
and young, rich and poor, majestic and humble." 
   This final performance will be at the Second Stage
Performing Arts on Friday June 3rd (time is still to be
confirmed) and will be followed by a Q & A. The
performance  is free but expect to pay for parking. We
will carpool to UCSC from the RC.  
   Time and further details in next month's newsletter
and on sign up to be posted mid May. 
 

[Return to Table of Contents]

To view more photos
of AFE activities click

this link!



AFE Community News
News from the RC
BOOK SALES! We have more books to sell - Thursday, 5/5, 12-3 pm, and Friday, 5/6, 1-
3 pm. Everything goes for 25 cents! All categories: novels, juvenile literature, picture
books, science, social studies, math, parent ed, art... 
   Major THANK YOUs to Sam Shemitz, who is continuing to cull books, and Faith Burns,
who started. No book sales without these two intrepid and fast book weeders! 
   New materials will hopefully start appearing this month - all purchase orders were
approved.

Love, Dorothee

Ashland Trip Update
33 students and 21 adults are headed to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival Monday May
2nd–Thursday May 5th. This year, our 16th Annual, we'll see Shakespeare's Twelfth
Night, an adaptation of Dickens's novel Great Expectations, an Amazon folktale adapted
by Marisela Traviño Orta titled River Bride, and the Gilbert and Sullivan opera Yeomen of
the Guard.  
 

Enrollment for Next Year! 
Dear Families, Please fill out an Intent to Re-enroll if you are planning to return to AFE next
year. The forms will be on the RC counter. If you will not be returning, please let your
consultant teacher know. We have a waiting list of families wishing to enroll next year and
need to know how many spaces we will have available. Prospective families will be invited
to informational meetings in April and May. If you happen know of a family who has been
planning to join AFE, please make sure they fill out the Enrollment Inquiry form on the
Enrollment page of our website right away.  
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Please make sure that all foods brought on the AFE campus and to all AFE events are
peanut and peanut oil free. This includes lunches, snacks, food projects, bake sale items
 and all potluck dishes. Thanks so much for your cooperation. We strive to make all of our
AFE events accessible to everyone.  

[Return to Table of Contents]

Enrichment Classes
K‐2 Enrichment
Kindergarten-Second Grade 
Thérèse Johannesson 



Maker Monday Parent Co-op: We made cars, menus with
twiddled names such as "Coiled Babbage," instead of "Boiled
Cabbage," and Unicorn Juice in April! Thanks to Brooke, Jasmin,
and all of the parents who contribute their time and creativity to
this Maker Co-op. We'll be continuing in May with various crafts
and gift making for our Moms and Dads. (Can't name them here.
That would be a spoiler!) 
Thursday Movers and Shakers w/Therese: Our students had
a lot of fun in April, getting ready for Talent Sharing. We performed Louis Prima's "Sing!
Sing! Sing!" with pizzazz! Congratulations to Max for his jokes (thigh slapping funny!), to
Malia for "Down to the River to Pray" (strong and beautiful!), and Grace, Charlotte and
Hathaway for a great Hip Hop routine! We are still counting, singing and playing games in
Spanish (Body Parts, Verbs). We continue partner games and body percussion. We had a
visit from fellow AFE-er Max  Freedman and his mom, Patty. Max is a Bee Keeper who
generously came to our class and shared the bee keeping process and equipment and
taught us the importance of bees in the food chain. We also had a fun Lemonade Party. In
May we'll be working in the garden, taking a field trip to "Pacific Crest Apiary" in
Watsonville, having a mini talent sharing in our class, and a pajama party.  
In the Garden: We will be planting our summer/fall garden both at the end of April and the
beginning of May: Tomatoes, Zucchini, Pumpkins, Sunflowers, and more flowers. If you'd
like to participate in our Summer Watering Volunteer Rotation, please contact Therese.
[Click for photos] 
Contact Thérèse at tjohannesson@sccs.net.  
 

California History
Grades 3-5 
Wednesdays 10:00–12:30  
Nancy Aylsworth
We had a great time at Sutter's Fort in Sacramento, where for 24
hours we reenacted life in the fort in the 1850s. Families spent
the day working on the types of activities that were common at
the fort in that time period. A huge thank you to all of the parents
who found costumes and facilitated a unique experience for all
of us. Please check out the pictures to get a feel for our
adventure. In April we looked at animals of California. Students
shared animal facts with each other, and experimented with
writing descriptions of animals so that their peers could try and figure out what they had
described. It was hard! Students a have begun to give their reports, starting with Kaenon
Hardy's report on redwoods. We also looked at the immigration that began in the 1800s
and continues until today, making our state extremely diverse and multicultural.  
   We are moving into our final month with a celebration planned for the final class on May
25th. Call Nancy Aylsworth for more information at 429-3898 x334. 
 

Marine Science
Grades 6-8 



Tuesdays from 10-12:30 
Beginning 2/2/16 
Mark Thomas 
Marine Science continues Tuesday from 10-12:30 in the Palazzo Studio. We are excited to
jump on board the Sea Goddess to go whale watching May 3, at 9:30am from Moss
Landing, or if the weather is foul, May 10. Head to the RC to sign up.  Parents and siblings
are welcome!  May 10 is also the due date for the Marine Science Book Report. We will
have presentations of these reports on the 10th & 17th of May. In addition to our study of
marine organisms, we are venturing into identifying and analyzing threats to the health of
the organisms and the ecosystem. From now on, weekly species accounts may feature the
organism, the threats, problems and possible solutions. 
   Sea Kayak field trip coming up May 24 at the Santa Cruz Wharf. Donation $20, parents
welcome! Let's get on the water eye to eye with the otters and seals. Happy Spring!  Mark,
831-566-0631 
 

Science Fiction Literature 
Grades 6-8, fall or spring semester  

Tuesdays, 10:00–12:30pm in Room 2  
Peter Deutsch 
May starts out with an all Middle School whale watching field trip on 5/3/16 from Moss
Landing. Students are finishing reading a novel at home and writing an analysis and review
of their novel to share on 5/10/16. We are also working on the sci fi art final project that we
will share at the last class and celebration on 5/24/16. In groups we will continue to
participate in some simulations about space travel and colonies as well as utopian
societies. 
   We are looking at the common questions and issues that are addressed in this genre
(What might the future be like? How might technology and science discoveries affect us?
What if….?). In class we will: read short stories, view science fiction films and shows,
discuss and analyze the materials, work in teams to design alien worlds and fictional
stories, and share this work through art, performance and writing. Students will be
expected to read and analyze a novel and a movie and write a creative story outside of
class time. Active learning, games and some PE will be a regular part of the class. We will
also have a short break for snacks in the middle of the class time. 
Questions? Contact Peter at 429-3898 x330 or pdeutsch@sccs.net   
 

Dramatic Literature
High School 

Grades 9–12. Thursdays, 10am to 12:15, Room 2  
Jasmin Gerer 
May has arrived and, with much anticipation, 55 students and parents are headed to the
Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland to enjoy the plays we have been studying! 
   Students had great nuanced questions and many in-depth discussions about the
characters in Great Expectations, their motivations, and the impact of dramatic events on
their lives. We are excited to see how the story unfolds and which choices the director will
make in the staging of this grand novel.  



   To prepare for The River Bride we explored village life and lore of Amazon cultures and
watched a video clip of an arapaima getting caught on River Monster since this fish
sparked the inspiration for the play. Thank you to Nancy Aylsworth, who grew up in Brazil,
for coming in and teaching us some of the Portuguese words we will encounter in the
performance.  
   Thank you also to Therese Johannesson and the Madrigal choir for teaching us "I have a
song to sing O" from the Gilbert and Sullivan opera The Yeomen of the Guard which we'll
be seeing. We are looking forward to seeing how OSF adapts this Savoy opera set in the
16th century and how the performers will be interacting with the audience. Some students
will be immersed in the show while sitting on the stage rather than in seats.  
   Upon our return, students will have one final class to hand in their write-ups of the plays,
discuss the shows, and make plans for next year's OSF season. 
   If you have questions, please contact Jasmin Gerer for more information at
jgerer@sccs.net or by leaving a message at 429-3898 ext 332. 
 

Real Stories
A Journey in Creative Nonfiction

Open to AFE High School Students 
Up to 5 credits 
Thursdays 1-3pm 
Instructor Joanne Brown 
Thanks to all the students in our Real Stories class for the
creativity and focus that they put into our weekly writing
activities. One of our sessions, entitled "Writer's Brunch,"
featured a variety of in class writing challenges, including the
very entertaining "How To" lists and artful writing collages. It was
impressive to see how quickly our authors took these new ideas
and turned them into entertaining essays.  
   In honor of Earth Day (and a good excuse to get outside), last
week focused on nature writing. We spent time writing in the garden and under a redwood.
Part of next week's assignment will be to spend time in nature, noticing and recording
details, thoughts, feelings, and memories evoked by the outdoors. [Click for photos.] 
   Next week author John Moir will return to AFE to share his expertise in science and
nature writing. As a follow up, students will write pieces that combine nature and science
writing. To read articles by John Moir, visit his website: jmoir.com 
   We've enjoyed the essays that students have shared during our weekly writer's
workshop.  Upcoming topics for the month of May will include analysis, discussion and
writing related to Dr. Martin Luther King's Letter from Birmingham Jail.  Thanks to AFE
parent Joey Rosczyk for volunteering to lead this class.  Students will also participate in a
workshop on interview skills, led by AFE parent Tara Franz.  Tara will host our class tour of
Facebook.   
   All are invited to attend our Writer's Celebration, Thursday, May 26th, from 2-3 pm in
AFE room 2. The event will feature our student authors reading selections from their
writing this semester.    
For more information, contact Joanne Brown jvbrown@sccs.net 429-3898 ext. 237.
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AFE Community Classes
An Introduction to Money
Time: Wednesdays, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Instructor: Elizabeth Andrews 

The Intro to Money class is not meeting April 27 but will meet May 4 through June 1
(although there is a possibility of cancellation May 11 because I have jury duty). Feel free

to email me with questions: elizandrews24@gmail.com. 

 

JSA
JSA (Junior State of America) is a student-run organization

focused on politics and current events, and AFE students can

participate! Our chapter meets every Wednesday at 1:00pm in

Room 2, with a variety of activities such as debates, thought

talks, and crisis scenarios. JSA is predominantly a high school

club, but interested eighth graders are welcome to attend! [Click

for photos] 

 

AFE Soccer
Our season is flying by and we are having fun and learning a

great deal! The playoffs are on 5/20 and the All-Stars game will

be on 5/27. 
   Practices are Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:30 – 4:00 on

our playing field. Our Games are on Fridays at the Aptos Polo

Grounds and most games will be at 1:00 (to be confirmed each

week). 

   Our Coed Soccer team competes in the Alternative Schools

Sports League (mostly high schools). The teams are open to students in 6th – 8th grade as

well as our highschoolers. 

   Due to serious allergy issues we need to be sure to not have any peanuts or food with

peanuts or made with peanut oil at any practices or games. This is really important and

your support is greatly appreciated! 

   To support AFE and AFE sports, including Volleyball, we ask students/families to help

with AFE fundraising efforts to cover the costs for our league dues. A great goal for

fundraising is $60 to cover each player. [Click for photos] 

   Peter (pdeutsch@sccs.net) and Therese (tjohannesson@sccs.net) 

 

TARC
AFE TARC Team Advances to National Finals of World’s Largest Rocket
Contest



The AFE TARC Team is traveling to Washington D.C. for the
Team America Rocketry Challenge Final Fly-Off in May. They will
face 99 of the top rocketry teams from across the country to
claim the title of national champion. The TARC Final Fly-Off will
take place May 14 at Great Meadow in the Plains, V.A., outside
of Washington, D.C. 
   Only three schools from Northern California qualified for this
year’s final—our AFE team of 8 middle and high schoolers did
really well! Congrats to Benjamin Kolland and Keith Veditz (co-captains), Hunter

Bauman, Jennifer Veditz, Jonah Harder, Jackson Damhorst, Max Freedman, and
Aidan Brekka! The team will compete for more than $100,000 in prizes and scholarships,
and the opportunity to represent the United States at the International Rocketry Challenge
taking place at the Farnborough Air Show outside of London in July. At the international fly-
off, teams from the United Kingdom, France, and Japan will face the U.S. champions for
the international title. 
   TARC is the aerospace and defense industry’s flagship program designed to encourage
students to pursue study and careers in science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM). The competition challenges middle and high school students to design, build and
fly a rocket that meets specific altitude and flight duration parameters. This year's rules
require a rocket carrying two raw eggs to reach 850 feet before returning the eggs to Earth,
uncracked, all within 44 to 46 seconds. [View photos] 
 

Art History
Hello all AFE students and families, Fridays from 10:00 am to 12:00, an Art History class
led by AFE high school senior Shelton Brown. The class will look at artistic themes through
the lens of historical periods, styles, and individual artists. The class has a flexible
workload, and is available for middle school students and up. Class will consist of lectures,
round table discussion, art analysis, and the viewing of virtual galleries and documentaries!
If you have any interest whatsoever, contact Shelton Brown via phone at (703)-505-1548
or via email at sheltonjbrown@gmail.com.  
 

Shawn’s Super Sewing Class
Palazzo Studio, Tuesdays 1:00 to 3:00. Sewing machine required. No previous
knowledge of sewing needed. This class teaches students how to use the sewing machine.
Pillow cases, coasters and jammie pants are sewn. Please email Shawn Lorette Hoover,
Rory’s mom, at shawnlorette@mac.com for further information, or phone at 831-426-2004.
There is a small fee to help cover my costs for my time, expertise and miscellaneous
materials.  
 

AFE Madrigal Singers
We alternate rehearsing between Friday and Saturday 10:30-12:00 in rm. 1.  We
performed for our B40 small school's Dia de los Niños,  on April 23, and for AFE's
Dramatic Literature class.  We taught a song to this class that will be presented in one of
the shows they will be seeing in Ashland, "I have a song to sing, oh!"  We hope to do more
busking for donations later this year. If you are an experienced Choral singer with an



affinity for early music and would like to join our group, please contact Therese at
tjohannesson@sccs.net. 
 

Defying Physics
Designing and Constructing Catapults, Bridges, and Towers 
Grades 6-8 
Mondays 9:30-11:20 
The Middle School Engineering class is ending on May 23rd.  
Let me know if you have any questions: dustend@gmail.com 
 

Clay Studio
So clay has been extended one week, YEAH! Thank you parent
club. The last day of clay is May 3rd, you can make pieces and
glaze on that day,  I will fire the following week and bring the
pieces over to the RC for pick up. 
   Thanks for a great year of clay, hope to see you next year.
- Kathleen 
CLAY STUDIO for ALL AGES, Tuesdays from 1-3pm!! If you
like to get your hands dirty then this is the place for you! AFE’s
open clay studio meets once a week for 2 hours. You can come every week, you can come
for half the class, you can bring your parent, or NOT, unless of course you are under 9
years old then they have to tag along.   
   The class is unstructured which allows you to work on whatever project you like once you
have the basics down, which most of you do. For newbies to clay I will get you up to speed
and you will be making cool sculptures or cups or bowls in no time at all. The class is
mostly hand building, we have a slab roller and lots of texture tools and we do have wheels
that you can try, and try, and try until you are throwing like an animal. Of course wheel work
brings the hands dirty up another level, sometimes to head to toe messy.  
   The cost is $35 per student per semester, which pays for clay, glazes and firings.
However, no one will be turned away. Any questions, you can call me at 818-8660. Ciao,
Kathleen [Click for photos] 
 
Family Art Studio
Palazzo Art Studio  
Fridays noon - 3pm 
Feel like exercising your artistic muscles and getting those creative juices flowing? Then
come join us in the Palazzo Art Studio on Friday afternoons from noon until 3. Family Art
Studio is  set up as a non - structured time for all members of the AFE community to come
together and pool our creative juices. Each week I will have something set up to draw from
life, whether it be a still life, a model, an interior scene or some interesting or unusual
object. If drawing from life is not your cup of tea, there will also be plenty of space and
supplies available to work on anything that may interest you. All the supplies in the Palazzo
studio will be available to work with: watercolor, colored pencils, shrinky plastic,
zentangles,  collage,  paints, pastels, and more. Whether you're a student, parent, or
teacher, whether you're a seasoned artist or "can't draw a stick figure", you're all



encouraged to participate! Come for 3 hours or 30 minutes, whatever works for you. I hope

to see you there!  

   If you have any questions or if you would like to donate supplies to the art studio, contact

Karylann Love at karylannlove@gmail.com  

 

Games Group
Come over to Classroom 2 every Friday from noon to three (or whatever part of those

three hours work for you) for good times with friends old and new, and AFE's very

large collection of award-winning and classic games for all ages! Bring your own games

and/or snacks to share as well! The youngest among us can often be found sitting in the

middle of the room playing with Lego or blocks, or outside playing tag, in addition to the

games, and parents can usually be found socializing, knitting, etc. while playing games, so

truly something for everyone! There is also a group of young artists who like to come and

sketch and show each other their artwork in addition to playing games. 

 

Puzzles Group
Fridays 12-3, Room 2 

All-ages puzzles group, focusing mainly on mechanical puzzles like the Rubik's Cube. I will

be teaching people how to solve puzzles and understand the

solution patterns. People can drop in any time during the 3

hours. Please bring your own puzzles! Erik Ledbetter 

 

Water the Weeds Improv
There will be 3 10-week sessions, one in each

season. Questions? Call me, Joya, 831-426-2935. Email Joya. 
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Yearbook Guidelines
The yearbook will once again be in color! We haven't determined a definitive price but

expect it to be around $26. All pages have the same technical requirements listed below. If

you need any help with these guidelines please ask Zan, our editor.  

AFE Yearbook Guidelines

Page size: 8.5 x 11 inches 

Orientation: portrait

Margin/white border: at least 1/4 in. on all sides. or 

File Format: jpg (max. quality) or pdf

Resolution: 300 dpi

Submit as email attachment to afeyearbook2016@gmail.com 

Individual pages 

Every student has the opportunity to create a page of pictures and text to commemorate

their year! Follow all the guidelines above plus:



File name: Lastname_firstname_YB16.extension (i.e. John Smith's jpeg file would
be Smith_John_YB16.jpg
Deadline: Tuesday, May 17th

Events/classes pages 
If you are submitting a page for an event/class please follow all the general guidelines
above plus:

File name: Event/class_YB16.extension (i.e. the Soccer file name would be
Soccer_YB16.jpg
Deadline for events or classes completed prior to April 1: Monday, May 3rd
Deadline for events or classes completed after April 1: Tuesday, May 17th.

Yearbook tips

Image Size—The image size is the most important number. If you included the 1/4
inch border (or margin) in your page, we are looking for an image size of 2550 x
3300 pixels. (Without a border 2400 x 3150 pixels is the maximum.) This is the
equivalent of an 8.5 x 11 inch page that has a resolution of 300 dpi/ppi.
Collage Apps—There are many free or affordable collage applications for every
platform. Not all of them will work for a yearbook page (see above). Be sure that
your app will output the proper file format at the proper size before you start! Many
programs default to making web quality files which won’t have a high enough
resolution for print. 
Aspect Ratio—An 8.5 x 11 inch page is not square! For some reason many of the
free software programs default to a square image. So you will need to figure out how
to change that. If you can set the size of the image using pixels use the numbers
given above and two of your worst potential problems will be avoided. 
File Type—A maximum quality jpeg is going to print nicely. If the program you are
using can output a high quality jpeg please do that. pdf’s are also fine but they can
have bloated file sizes and make emailing difficult. There will be a way to deliver the
file to the computer in the textbook room also.

—The Yearbook Team
[Return to Table of Contents]

Thanks!
AFE Talent Sharing
Congratulations to the nearly 50 performers who
shared their talents with us!  We are so honored to

have so many talented students.  Please start thinking about
what you'd like to do for your act next Spring.  We encourage all
levels of skill in our Talent Sharing because we want everyone to
feel the joy of a truly supportive audience be they beginner,
intermediate or seasoned performer. Please get our AFE
yearbook for a complete review of the performers.  Also,



Dorothee Ledbetter, who recorded the show, will upload acts to Youtube. Click here for
photos.

[Return to Table of Contents]

Homeschool Highlights

Visiting Japan!

Hana Gardner spent spring break visiting her second family in Japan.  
   They visited Osaka, Kyoto, and Shingu. She had a wonderful time, and is looking forward
to traveling back for another visit next year! 
   Additionally, her second sister Aika will be visiting us this summer for the first time.

[Return to Table of Contents]

Around Town

Infinity Camp
Elizabeth Andrews, the instructor of AFE's Intro.
to Money class, is offering Infinity Camp this
summer. Infinity Camp is a week-long day camp
for girls and boys entering 7th-9th grades who like
to think about crazy things like the shape of a
cone with infinite height or whether an infinitely
long perimeter can enclose a finite area. For more
information and registration, please visit
http://24thoughts.weebly.com/. 
 

Nature Illustration
This Spring and Summer I will be offering four art classes during the weeks of May 3 to
August 12 (Students may choose to attend 10 or 15 meetings per class). The classes
include: Botanical Illustration class, two Natural Science Illustration classes (more may be



added if these fill), and a General Illustration class in which students may work on art
projects of their choosing. For more information, contact Peg Edwards. 
 

Parks & Rec Classes
Parks and Recreation Summer Registration begins April 9. Make sure you register for a
NEW online account.  Your old account no longer works. Visit
www.santacruzparksandrec.com  so your children do not miss out on their favorite summer
activities. 
 

Kids on Broadway
International Performing Arts Summer Academy

July 19-August 6. Click for details. 
 

Children's Discovery Museum of San Jose 
Monthly Homeschool Discount Days  
May 4th, June 1st  
If there are fewer than 10 individuals in your homeschool family, Homeschool Discount
Days are your opportunity to visit the Museum and take advantage of discounted
admission ( $7 vs $13 for adults and children) normally reserved for groups of 10 or more.
To receive discounted admission, you must enroll as a homeschool family with Children’s
Discovery Museum a minimum of 2 weeks in advance. Offer restricted to California
residents. 
   Enrolled homeschool families are eligible for discounted admission on all Homeschool
Discount Days; no reservations are required. More details here. 
 

Guelaguetza
Authentic Oaxacan Cultural Festival

Sunday, May 15, 10am to 5pm 
Harbor High School 
More info: SCSenderos.com 
 

Maker Faire
Friday, May 20, 2016 at 1:00 PM to Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 6:00 PM (PDT) 
San Mateo County Event Center 
For more information, click here.
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AFE Parent Club



What's the Parent Club?
The AFE Parent Club financially supports the AFE

community. In the past, we have provided funds to enable or

enhance programs, activities, and events. We also help with

supplies and resources. Some of the things that have been

supported by the AFE Parent Club in the past few years

include: Theater for all ages, sports teams for grades 6-12, Clay Studio, Games

Group, Economics class for high schoolers, Orff music for elementary students,

family poetry workshops, field trips, staffing for the resource center. We also have

donated supplies for Family Art Night; resources—books, games, audio CDs, DVDs

—for the resource center; classroom supplies for teacher-led classes; art supplies for

the Palazzo Studio; and lots more. 

   The Parent Club relies on donations and fundraising in order to offer support for all

these things. Without fundraising, these programs, classes, activities, and resources

will no longer be available at AFE. Please take the time to see how you can help by

reading and following the Everyday Fundraising Checklist below that will help you

help the Parent Club with as little hassle as possible. 

   Thank you for supporting the AFE Parent Club. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit!

—The Parent Club Board
 

AFE’s Everyday Fundraiser Checklist
Our ongoing fundraiser are all ways to make money for AFE doing the things you

already do! We believe that if everyone at AFE participated in, and encouraged their

friends and family to participate in these easy programs it will go a long way towards

our fundraising needs.

eScrip and eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Register online so that a portion of your purchases is donated to

AFE. See details below.
Staff of Life Scrip:

Use Staff of Life Scrip whenever you shop there. See details below.

New Leaf eCard:

Pre-purchase a New Leaf eCard. See details below.

Ask your friends and family to purchase Staff Scrip or eCards from AFE.

Whole Foods Gift Cards:

Buy $100 gift cards to pay for groceries

More information about these and other fundraisers is available on the AFE

Website’s Fundraising page. 

 

Escrip
Escrip is an easy way to donate to AFE. Follow these instructions to get registered:

eScrip:



Register your credit, debit, and grocery cards so that a portion of your
purchases is donated to AFE. Go to www.escrip.com to register your
cards. The AFE Parent Club’s group # is 500007112.
Ask your friends and family to register their cards for AFE.

eScrip Online Shopping Mall:

Sign up and go through the eScrip online portal whenever you shop
online and up to 16% of purchases will be donated to AFE. You can
also sign up for Auto Earn so you don’t have to go through the Mall
every time.
Ask your friends and family to use the Online Shopping Mall portal for
AFE.

Staff of Life Scrip
Please contact Melisa Schwarm to buy Staff of Life Scrip: Use the contact info on the
roster for Otto or send email. I am happy to answer any questions and explain how
you can contribute to AFE fundraising just by using scrip to buy anything from Staff.
There is NO cost to you, the donation to AFE comes from Staff of Life when you use
scrip for your purchases! 
 
New Leaf eCards
Leaf Community Markets offers natural and organic foods and a convenient way to
raise money for our school. Use your eCard when paying for groceries and feel good
knowing you and New Leaf are supporting the education of our children. There are 3
New Leaf stores where your cards will work:

41st. Ave., Capitola
Pacific Ave., downtown Santa Cruz
Fair Ave., on the Westside

There are 3 NL locations your card will NOT work:

Felton
Halfmoon Bay
Boulder Creek

This is how it works... 
Purchase a New Leaf Gift Card (eCard) from me (with a check made out to the
AFE parent club or cash) and a percentage of that amount goes directly back to
AFE:

4% on $50
5% on $100,$250,and $500

You may also order $150, $200, or even $1,000. The amount must be in increments
of $100's or $50's. 
   I will place the order, deliver your card to the RC, and maintain the last 6 digits of
your card number. When you use your card, select gift card as your method of
payment. Once your card is empty don't throw it away. Your card may be refilled with



those 6 digits. 
   Orders will be placed once a month. Please email or call when you are ready to
order or refill your card. Payment must be received ASAP. You can put a check or
cash in the New Leaf envelope at Molly's desk in the resource center. Please make
checks out to AFE PARENT CLUB. 
   This month's deadlines are: [Contact Victoria] 
   Thank you very much for participating, we can use every bit of support right now. 
   Victoria Harder, vlharder@yahoo.com 
 
Whole Foods Gift Cards

The Parent Club sells Whole Foods gift cards for $100 each. The value on the card
is $100 so there is no additional cost to the buyer for supporting AFE. Use the card
to pay for any of your purchases at any of their stores. Please keep the card and
load more money onto it with a check or on-line transfer, up to $400 at a time.   
   AFE gets 3% of the money our community members pay for gift cards and loading
them. If you shop at Whole Foods this is a great way that you can contribute to AFE.
Contact Melisa. 
 
ScripNOW! Electronic Gift Cards

INSTRUCTIONS to sign up & shop the GLSC retailer fundraiser: 
Click here for a list of businesses that offer electronic gift cards & the percentage of
your purchase that will go to AFE.  
 
How to:

Set up your Family Account so that you can get started with this program:

1. Go to www.ShopWithScrip.com and click ‘Register', then click 'Join a Scrip
Program'.

2. Enter our enrollment code (7L9B8E8F45328). By entering this code, your
account will be associated with our non-profit organization so you can begin
earning kickback percentage for AFE!

3. Fill in brief personal information (there is no financial information asked) and
click ‘I Accept.’ 

4. Choose two security challenge questions from the list and provide answers.
5. If you want to pay with a check to the AFE Parent Club then you are done with

the enrollment process and you can start shopping (see instructions below).  If
you want to pay online for faster access to your electronic gift cards, sign up
for “Presto Pay”.

How to:

Shop for electronic gift cards “ScripNow”:

1. Click here for a list of businesses that offer ELECTRONIC gift cards.  
DO NOT ORDER PHYSICAL GIFT CARDS!  Physical gift cards come with an
additional fee to AFE.  (If you want a physical gift card to Whole Foods, Melisa
has those for sale - see above.)  At some point in the future AFE may make a
large order of physical cards from other businesses if we have a high enough



interest to justify the cost.  For now it is ONLY electronic gift cards “ScripNow”
that you can order for yourself online.  If you do want a physical gift card for
Whole Foods, buy that directly from Melisa, NOT online.

2. Open another tab and go to www.ShopWithScrip.com. Click on ‘Shop' at the
top of the page & the alphabet will appear across the top. Clicking on any
letter will take you to the page with all the businesses that start with that letter.
 (There are hundreds & hundreds of retailers in this program but only about
150 of them offer electronic gift cards, so you want the list mentioned above
handy when browsing!)

3. Scroll over the business you’re interested in and click on the exclamation point
to start your order for an electronic gift card from that business. (If the
exclamation point is grey it means that business does not offer electronic gift
cards - refer to the link of businesses that do offer them).  Add the $ amount
you want to buy from that business and click on 'Add to Cart'.  Keep shopping
and adding gift cards to your cart until you have all that you want for now.

4. When you’re done shopping, go to your cart by clicking on it at the top of the
screen.  For Payment Options, if you don’t have a Presto Pay account click
'Check' on the tab above the 'Order Summary' then click 'Submit Order'.
 When I get your check I’ll approve the order and an email will be sent to you
with confirmation your electronic gift certificates are available.

THANK YOU ALL FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT 
THE WONDERFUL PROGRAMS THAT WE LOVE AT AFE!

Newsletter submissions
Parents, staff, and students are encouraged to submit content for our newsletter. The
submission deadline is 1 week before the first day of each month. We especially
need content for AFE News, Homeschool Highlights, Homeschoolers Abroad,
and Student Showcase. If you would like to write a short piece on any
homeschooling-related topic, please do! Email Suki.
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